
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Joint Committee on Appropriations 
              SENATOR DEB PETERS, CO-CHAIR 

          REPRESENTATIVE JUSTIN CRONIN, CO-CHAIR 

 

 

April 1, 2016 
 
Dr. Michael Rush, Executive Director 

SD Board of Regents 

306 E. Capitol Ave., Suite 200 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Letter of Intent Regarding Legislation Approved in the 2016 Session 
 
Dear Executive Director Rush:   
 
This Letter of Intent sets forth a particular view held by the Joint Committee on Appropriations 

related to the funding approved in SB67, An Act to establish a postsecondary scholarship grant 

fund, to make an appropriation therefor, to transfer certain money, and to declare an emergency.  

As such, this Letter of Intent seeks to supplement that legislation with specific policy guidance as 

approved on March 29, 2016.  While the guideline does not have the direct force of statutory law, it 

rests solidly on a long-standing tradition of Legislative-Executive relationships in South Dakota and it 

will be used by the Joint Committee as one basis for the fiscal oversight of your agency and its 

continued funding. 

SB67 merges the Critical Need Teaching and South Dakota needs Based Scholarship endowments 

that are held within the Education Enhancement Trust Fund.  It is the Committee’s intent to 

supplement that legislation with specific policy guidance for the allocation of scholarship funds for 

these two programs, and the requirement for an annual report depicting the distribution of such 

funds to recipients in each program. 

Background 

 

The 2012 South Dakota Legislature appropriated $3 million in one-time funds ($1.5 million 

allocated separately to each of the two newly created scholarship programs) to be placed in 

the Education Enhancement Trust Fund with the intent that interest earnings from these 

two pools of funds would be distributed to students under the statute requirements as 

approved by that legislative body.  The 2016 South Dakota Legislature appropriated $3.3 

million in one-time funds to be placed in the Education Enhancement Trust Fund and 
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merged the two endowments to create a Scholarship Fund that allows the Board of Regents 

the authority to distribute the interest earnings to meet the program requirements as 

outlined in the statute for each scholarship.  It is the intent of the Committee that the Board 

of Regents allocate 75% of the interest earnings according to student need, and the 

remaining dollars shall be set aside and distributed for the purpose of maintaining the 

Critical Teaching Need Scholarship.  If it is determined that either of the scholarship 

programs are in greater need of the interest earnings in a given year resulting from other 

funding allocations, the Board of Regents has the authority to reallocate funds, pursuant to 

Section 1 of Senate Bill 67.  The Critical Need Teaching Board will continue to oversee the 

selection of candidates and make award decisions to eligible teacher education candidates.   

 

Required Reporting 

 

It is the intent of the Joint Committee on Appropriations that the Board of Regents provides 

information to the Committee on the specific distribution of funds for each of these 

programs each year, the number of recipients receiving the scholarship, and provide metrics 

tracking the success and outcomes associated with the two programs. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 
 

      
Senator Deb Peters     Representative Justin Cronin 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations  Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations 
 
cc:  Marty Guindon, Auditor General 

Jason Dilges, Commissioner, Bureau of Finance and Management 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Joint Committee on Appropriations 
              SENATOR DEB PETERS, CO-CHAIR 

          REPRESENTATIVE JUSTIN CRONIN, CO-CHAIR 

 

April 1, 2016 

Dr. Michael Rush, Executive Director   Dr. Heather Wilson, President 

SD Board of Regents     SD School of Mines and Technology 

306 E. Capitol Ave., Suite 200    501 E. Saint Joseph Street 

Pierre, SD 57501     Rapid City, SD 57701 

 
Letter of Intent Regarding Legislation Approved in the 2016 Session 
 
Dear Board of Regents Executive Director Rush and SDSM&T President Wilson: 
 
This Letter of Intent sets forth a particular view held by the Joint Committee on Appropriations 
related to the funding approved in SB92 (An Act to continue a math pilot project at the South 
Dakota School of Mines and Technology, to make an appropriation therefor, and to declare an 
emergency).  As such, it supplements the appropriation with a specific policy guideline as approved 
on March 29, 2016.  While the guideline does not have the direct force of statutory law, it rests 
solidly on a long-standing tradition of Legislative-Executive relationships in South Dakota and it will 
be used by the Joint Committee as one basis for the fiscal oversight of your agency and its 
continued funding. 
 
SB92 continues a Math Pilot program at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology for the 
2016-2017 academic year. The Committee is interested in the documentation and understanding 
that the pilot program will have a positive impact on the success and completion of students by 
improving their math skills.  The Committee requests that ten percent ($25,000) of the allocated 
funds be used for program assessment and evaluation.  Features of the evaluation would include 
but not be limited to: 

a) An initial analysis of the academic performance and success of the 2014 and 2015 
first-time, full-time freshman cohorts with a preliminary report in August 2016.  The 
analysis report would include success (A, B or C) rates in the first math class of the 
core math sequence (Algebra, Trigonometry, Calculus I and Calculus II) by 
cohort.  Other factors in the analysis should include relationships between 
incoming composite ACT, incoming math ACT, incoming zip code/state, incoming 
high school GPA, freshman course load, freshman grades in math, freshman grades 
overall and retention data. 
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b) Analysis of specific skill deficiencies and offer methods to overcome those 
deficiencies. 

c) Relationship between participation rates in the summer math pilot project and 
student success in math.  

d) A review that will provide an interim analysis of the 2014, 2015, and 2016 first-
time, full-time freshmen math success data, through the entering fall semesters 
due to the Committee not later than January 15, 2017. 

e) Final report on the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology math pilot, 
suitable for publication and/or conference presentation in the summer of 2017. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 
 
 

  
Senator Deb Peters     Representative Justin Cronin 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations  Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations 
 
cc:  Marty Guindon, Auditor General 

Jason Dilges, Commissioner, Bureau of Finance and Management 

 



 

 

Joint Committee on Appropriations 
SENATOR DEB PETERS, CO-CHAIR 

REPRESENTATIVE JUSTIN CRONIN, CO-CHAIR 

 

 

April 1, 2016 

 
Dr. Barry Dunn, Dean     Dr. Eluned Jones, Department Head 

College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences  Department of Economics 

South Dakota State University    South Dakota State University 

SAG 131, Box 2207     Scobey Hall, Box504 

Brookings, South Dakota 57007    Brookings, SD 57007 

 

Mr. Andy Gerlach, Secretary 

Department of Revenue 

Anderson Building 

Pierre, SD 57501 

  

Letter of Intent Regarding Legislation Approved in the 2016 Session 
 

Dear Dr. Dunn, Dr. Jones, and Secretary Gerlach: 

 

This letter of intent sets forth the directives of the Joint Committee on Appropriations (JCA) in approving 

HB 1007 in the 2016 Legislative Session.  As such, it supplements that appropriation with a specific 

policy guideline as approved on March 29, 2016.   

 

While the guideline does not have the direct force of statutory law, it rests solidly on a 
long-standing tradition of Legislative-Executive relationships in South Dakota and it will be used by 
the Joint Committee as one basis for the fiscal oversight of your agency and its continued funding. 
 

This letter outlines the areas of research the JCA would like to have addressed by the South Dakota State 

University Department of Economics and Plant Science Department in developing information to be 

used to help the South Dakota Department of Revenue and the Agricultural Land Assessment 

Implementation and Oversight Advisory Task Force determine agricultural land production capacity. 

 

The purpose of the research is to provide objective data that will allow greater transparency in 

quantifying the probability of highest and best use determinations for each soil type in a county, using 

tests that incorporate what is physically possible, financially feasible, and provides for maximum 

profitability. 
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This research, to be conducted over a two-year period according to a timeline established by the 

Department of Revenue, will provide the following deliverables to the Department of Revenue and the 

Oversight Advisory Task Force: 

 Updated Table 1s and 2s for each county; 

 Highest and Best Use values for each soil type; 

 Assess the potential impact of changes and shifts from current methods to an improved 

approach that incorporates new Highest and Best Use values; 

 Provide Table 1s and 2s on iGrow.org and a detailed description of methodology; and 

 Provide information on potential incremental implementation to manage shifts if a phase-in 

period is necessary. 

 

It is the intent of the JCA that this information be widely available to the public, to provide objective 

data and criteria for determining the agricultural land production capacity for various taxable valuation 

purposes. 

 

It is further the intent of the Committee that the indirect surcharge be negotiated in full recognition of 

the fact that this research is to the benefit of the entire State. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 
 
 

      
Senator Deb Peters     Representative Justin Cronin 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations  Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations 
 
cc:  Marty Guindon, Auditor General 

Jason Dilges, Commissioner, Bureau of Finance and Management 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Joint Committee on Appropriations 
            SENATOR DEB PETERS, CO-CHAIR 

          REPRESENTATIVE JUSTIN CRONIN, CO-CHAIR 

April 1, 2016 
 
Dr. Michael Rush, Executive Director 

SD Board of Regents 

306 E. Capitol Ave., Suite 200 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Letter of Intent Regarding Legislation Approved in the 2016 Session 
 
Dear Executive Director Rush: 
 
This Letter of Intent sets forth a particular view held by the Joint Committee on Appropriations related 
to the funding approved in the FY17 General Appropriations Bill (SB172) and in the FY16 Supplemental 
General Appropriations Bill (SB48).  As such, it supplements the appropriations with a specific policy 
guideline as approved on March 29, 2016.  While the guideline does not have the direct force of 
statutory law, it rests solidly on a long-standing tradition of Legislative-Executive relationships in South 
Dakota and it will be used by the Joint Committee as one basis for the fiscal oversight of your agency 
and its continued funding. 
 
SB172 and SB48 impact utility appropriations for institutions within the South Dakota higher education 
system.  The figures included in this legislation are estimates established approximately eight months 
prior to year-end, based on systems overseen by the Bureau of Finance and Management.  It is the 
intent of the Joint Committee on Appropriations that the universities may realign the appropriated 
utility dollars between the higher education institutions as necessary to fully fund the utility costs for 
each institution, to the extent dollars are available.  The institutions will prepare transfer documents and 
submit them to the Bureau of Finance and Management according to established procedures.  The Joint 
Committee on Appropriations will continue to receive an electronic record of these transfers as they 
occur. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
     
Senator Deb Peters     Representative Justin Cronin 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations  Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations 
 
cc:  Marty Guindon, Auditor General 

Jason Dilges, Commissioner, Bureau of Finance and Management 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Joint Committee on Appropriations 
              SENATOR DEB PETERS, CO-CHAIR 

          REPRESENTATIVE JUSTIN CRONIN, CO-CHAIR 

June 10, 2016 

Dr. Michael Rush, Executive Director 

SD Board of Regents 

306 E. Capitol Ave., Suite 200 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Letter of Intent Regarding Legislation Approved in the 2016 Session 
 
Dear Executive Director Rush:   
 
This Letter of Intent sets forth a particular view held by the Joint Committee on Appropriations related to the funding 

approved in SB172, An Act to appropriate money for the ordinary expenses of the legislative, judicial, and executive 

departments of the state, the expenses of state institutions, interest on the public debt, and for common schools.  

As such, this Letter of Intent seeks to supplement that legislation with specific policy guidance.  While the guideline 

does not have the direct force of statutory law, it rests solidly on a long-standing tradition of Legislative-Executive 

relationships in South Dakota and it will be used by the Joint Committee as one basis for the fiscal oversight of your 

agency and its continued funding. 

Senate Bill 172 appropriated $200,000 in general funds to the Board of Regents for the expansion of university 

research parks.  It is the Committee’s intent to supplement that legislation with specific policy guidance regarding 

that appropriation.  It is the intent of the Committee that one-half of the funding be distributed to the South Dakota 

State University (SDSU) Research Park in Brookings and one-half of the funding be distributed to the University of 

South Dakota (USD) Research Park in Sioux Falls to support research park operations.  This funding must be a cash 

match on a 1-to-1 basis.  The committee requests that a preliminary report be submitted by December 6, 2016, 

detailing any expenditures made from the state funds, as well as expenditures and sources of the matching funds.  

The committee further requests a final report be submitted by June 30, 2017, detailing the above-mentioned 

information as well as any economic impact the research parks have had on the South Dakota economy.  These 

measures could include, but not be limited to, the number of new jobs created, the amount of state revenue 

generated, capital investments, infrastructure improvements, and industry interaction.    

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

_____________________________________                              _____________________________________ 
Senator Deb Peters     Representative Justin Cronin 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations  Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations 
 
cc:  Marty Guindon, Auditor General 

Jason Dilges, Commissioner, Bureau of Finance and Management 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Joint Committee on Appropriations 
SENATOR DEB PETERS, CO-CHAIR 

          REPRESENTATIVE JUSTIN CRONIN, CO-CHAIR 

 

June 10, 2016 

Dr. Michael Rush, Executive Director    Mr. Jim Abbott, President 

SD Board of Regents      University of South Dakota 

306 E. Capitol Ave., Suite 200     414 E. Clark Street 

Pierre, SD 57501      Vermillion, SD 57069 

Dr. Mary Nettleman, Vice President for Health Affairs 

University of South Dakota 

1400 W. 22nd Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

 

Letter of Intent Regarding Legislation Approved in the 2016 Session 

Dear Board of Regents Executive Director Rush, President Abbott, and Vice President for Health 
Affairs Dr. Nettleman:  
 
This Letter of Intent sets forth a particular view held by the Joint Committee on Appropriations 
related to the USD Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment funding approved in the FY17 
General Appropriations Act (SB172).  As such, it supplements the appropriation with a specific policy 
guideline as approved on June 10, 2016.  While the guideline does not have the direct force of 
statutory law, it rests solidly on a long-standing tradition of Legislative-Executive relationships in 
South Dakota and it will be used by the Joint Committee as one basis for the fiscal oversight of the 
Board of Regents and its continued funding. 
 
SB172 provides $210,725 in general funds and 1.0 FTE for the Center for the Prevention of Child 
Maltreatment for the 2016-2017 academic year.  The Joint Appropriations Committee is interested 
in documenting that the Center will have a positive impact on reducing child sexual abuse in South 
Dakota; therefore, the Committee requests a report be delivered in January 2017 on Center activities 
through December 31, 2016, and an annual report in July 2017 on activities and successes through 
the end of FY2017.   
 
During this period the Center will work in conjunction with the Jolene’s Law Task Force, that has 
recently been reappointed by Governor Dennis Daugaard, to develop a statewide infrastructure to 
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eradicate the public health issue of child sexual abuse in South Dakota.  Specific outcomes over the 
next six months will be to: 

 Hire a Director for the USD Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment 

 Develop ten year measurable goals for improvement in all recommendation areas  

 Develop incremental benchmarks within the larger goals. 

 Design action plans to attain benchmarks and ten year goals. 

 Utilize evidence-based practice and research to inform action plans. 

 Secure funding (preferably grant support) and implement developed plan strategies. 

 Measure incremental outcomes to inform continued strategy or change of action steps. 

 Design statewide infrastructure that sustains the effort moving forward. 

The Committee will then assess the need for continued reporting. 

Thank you, 
 
 
/S/ Senator Deb Peters     /S/ Representative Justin Cronin 
____________________________________                           _____________________________________ 
Senator Deb Peters     Representative Justin Cronin 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations  Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Appropriations 
 
cc:  Marty Guindon, Auditor General 

Jason Dilges, Commissioner, Bureau of Finance and Management 
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